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Kyoto is located in a valley part of the Yamashiro Basin in the eastern part of the
mountainous region known as the Tamba highlands. The Yamashiro Basin is
surrounded on three sides by mountains known as Higashiyama, Kitayama and
Nishiyama, with a height just above 1,000 meters above sea level.

There are three rivers in the basin, the Ujigawa to the south, the Katsuragawa to
the west, and the Kamogawa to the east.

Kyoto has a humid subtropical climate, featuring a marked seasonal variation in
temperature and precipitation. Summers are hot and humid, though contrarily,
winters are relatively cold with occasional snowfall. Kyoto's rain season begins
around the middle of June and lasts until the end of July, yielding to a hot and
sunny latter half of the summer. Kyoto, along with most of the Pacific coast and
central areas of Japan, is prone to typhoons during September and October.

Since Kyoto was the capital of Japan for more than 1,000 years until 1868, it is rich
in cultural assets, including 2 Imperial villas, 200 Shinto shrines, 1,500 Buddhist
temples and over 60 beautiful gardens.

Many foreign tourists visit the city every year.
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Traditionally, the home of the Emperor was considered the capital in Japan.

Nara was the capital of Japan from 710 to 784. This period was relatively short
compared to the capital era of Kyoto, which lasted for over a millennium.
Nevertheless, it was important because in this period Japan conducted a most active
communication with East Asian nations and established political and legal systems
by borrowing from the corresponding Chinese systems.

From 794 through 1868, the Emperor lived in Kyoto. After 1868, the seat of the
Government of Japan and the location of the Emperor's home was Tokyo.

In 1941, the Ministry of Education published the "designation of Tokyo as capital.”
After World War II, the new Constitution of Japan transferred the state's
sovereignty from the Emperor to the people. The people of Japan are represented by
the Diet of Japan in Tokyo. Consensus considers the site of the Diet is the capital of
Japan.

Since Tokyo 1s the political, economic and cultural center of Japan, about 60% of the
foreigners coming to Japan visit Tokyo every year while only about 20% of foreigners
visit Kyoto.

<ER>

HATIE, famidis, REDOMPTNERTEEHE 2 O TEEL,

ZZRIT. T10 405 784 FEETHADHERTLIZ,

R BRRIE, FHRELLEIZIEY A E TS ST 2R R e D | hoT,

LML, BERRIZEBWCHARIZHME 7 V7 E EIEF IR RN R 2R FIEOH| I
LT, HARDBIE I OVER 2SI L= T, R ERMUIIEE T,

794 D 1868 EE T, KEITIEBITHEA TWOELI, 1868 LA, H ABUN O FT{EHIE
KEOMPTIIHR IR0 EL,

1941 BT, BT HE R Z B RO EH ThHEERITHFLEL-,

5 R LV B AREEEL, ERE EHEEZ RENOERICEELEL,
HHROESNAAEREZREL, HEOFEMTHLIH AN TR THLEORENHVE
7,

WHRIE, BROBHR., B35, XALOHF L THALD T, 3 HAMNEANDRK 60% NEFHi1E
TN, — 057 HAEBZIE, B BAME A DK 20% 03D EoTVVET,

<fEE>
e D— 3T, AAME AN DRI LRI~ DR R 928280, B OBHET —~
THHUE AN BUEE) OFf B IRITI 2/ O 581U EL,



@) —MREHDNE ALY, BADOAABEIZDOWNT,

As of October 2013, Japan had a population of 127.3 million, the tenth largest in the
world after China, India, the United States, Indonesia, Brazil, Russia, Pakistan,
Bangladesh, and Nigeria.

Japan’s population peaked in 2008 at 128.08 million before starting decline.
According to estimates by the National Institute of Population at the Ministry of
Health, Labour and Welfare, the population will drop to 121.13 million by 2025 and
then to 100.6 million by 2050.

In the post-war boom years, Japan had a population pyramid that looked like Mt.
Fuji, with a broad spread of younger generations at its base.

But the recent census shows that Japan’s population has entered a long phase of
decline due to a rapidly aging society and a slowing birthrate, starting to flip over
into an inverted pyramid and fundamentally alter the structure of its economy.

The Realization of Japan as a Tourism-oriented Country by increasing the number
of foreign visitors is very important to cope with the decreasing domestic demand
resulting from the remarkable structural change of Japan’s population.
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Japan is a country of islands located in the North Temperate Zone. It consists
of four main islands with more than 7,000 smaller islands, extending about
3,000 kilometers from north to south. Japan is also a country of volcanoes.
There are about 110 active volcanoes and it suffers from frequent earthquakes
and volcanic activities. But this has also given Japan the many places of scenic
beauty and hot spring resorts all over Japan.

Most of Japan enjoys a temperate, oceanic type of climate with four distinct
seasons.

The variety of geographical features in Japan and its temperate climate make
Japan a sightseeing destination from all over the world.

It is hoped that many more foreign tourists will come to Japan since Mt. Fuji
was designated as a World Heritage Site in 2013.
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After Commodore Perry came to Japan, Japan opened its door to the world
after 220 years of national isolation. And Japan realized the need to establish
a modern state to cope with powerful Western countries. The last shogun
Tokugawa Yoshinobu stepped down in 1867, and Emperor Meiji came to the
throne. Thus, the Meiji Restoration took place in 1868, which included a series
of drastic political, economic and cultural changes. The new government
promoted industrialization and modernization, through abolishing the feudal
system and introducing Western culture and political systems.

The Meiji Restoration also brought about internationalization of Japan and
foreign tourists began to visit Japan.
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There are two types of gardens in Japan. One is a Japanese-style landscape
garden composed of rocks, trees, ponds, and other natural objects. This type of
garden is designed in accordance with the appearance of nature. The other is a
dry landscape garden mainly composed of rocks and sand. The rocks represent
mountains or islands, while the sand represents water. The three most famous
landscape gardens are Kouraku-en in Okayama, Kenroku-en in Kanazawa
and Kairaku-en in Mito. One of the most famous dry landscape gardens is the
one at Ryoanji Temple in Kyoto. It is known as a Zen-style dry landscape
garden in Japan. Just 15 rocks are arranged in three groupings of seven, five,
and three, in waves of raked white pebbles.

It is hoped that many foreign tourists will visit and appreciate those Japanese
gardens.
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