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Kyoto is (located) in a basin (which is) surrounded by high mountains. This is why it
1s very hot in summer and very cold in winter in Kyoto. Kyoto was the capital of
Japan for more than 1,000 years and there are many (Buddhist) temples and (Shinto)
shrines. Many foreign tourists visit Kyoto every year.
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Tokyo 1s the capital of Japan and it is the center of Japan’s politics, economy and
culture. The Imperial family live in the Imperial Palace in Tokyo. Asakusa, Ginza

and Akihabara are the popular places many foreign tourists visit.
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Japan’s major agricultural product is rice. Because of Japan’s decrease in agricultural
production, it is one of the largest food importers in the world. And Japan’s food self-
sufficiency rate has been as low as about 40 per cent (Washoku or Japanese cuisine
was designated as Intangible Cultural Heritage in 2013.)
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Asakusa has been a popular amusement area with theatrical entertainments since
Edo period. Sensoji Temple is famous for its big lantern hanging from Kaminarimon

thunder gate. The temple is a symbolic sightseeing spot together with a shopping
street called Nakamise.





