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The flea market started in France. People gathered in parks and open
spaces to sell, buy, or trade things they no longer needed but could still be
used. The idea was to reuse and recycle items instead of throwing them
away. Today, flea markets are popular all over the world. In Japan, too,
they are held in many places, from small local events to large-scale
markets.
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Recently, the term "over tourism" has been appearing more often in world
news and on social media. During busy travel seasons, such as spring and
autumn, many popular tourist spots become crowded with traffic jams
and long lines. This can make visitors' experiences less enjoyable. To
address this issue, the tourism industry and local governments are
discussing ways to promote sustainable tourism.
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Rlce 1s the staple food of the Japanese people and a very important part
of their diet. In the past, people used a kamado, a traditional stove, to
cook rice. This process took time and effort. However, in the 1950s, the
electric rice cooker was invented. It quickly became popular across Japan,
making it easy for families to cook delicious rice at home. In recent years,
Japanese food has become popular worldwide, and as a result, rice cookers
are also gaining popularity. Thanks to advances in technology, modern
rice cookers have become more advanced, allowing people to cook even
better rice with ease. Today, rice cookers are in demand not only in Japan
but also in many countries around the world.
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A rickshaw 1s a vehicle with two large wheels and a passenger seat. It is
pulled by a rickshaw driver. From the Meiji era to the early Showa era,
rickshaws were used like taxis today. Now, you can enjoy a rickshaw ride
In tourist areas such as Asakusa. The rickshaw drivers wear traditional
clothing and guide you through the city while telling interesting stories
about the area
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In Japan, the use of cashless payments is still around 39%. Many small
shops and restaurants do not accept credit cards or electronic payments.
Because of this, some foreign tourists may have trouble if they do not have
cash. If a store does not accept credit cards or e-money, they may not be
able to shop or eat there.
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Cherry blossoms are one of Japan's most famous attractions. In recent
years, not only the beauty of the flowers but also the unique Japanese
tradition of hanami (cherry blossom viewing) has become well known
among foreign tourists. A typical hanami scene includes people spreading
picnic sheets under the cherry trees and enjoying food and drinks with
friends. For many visitors, this is a new and exciting experience. In some
countries, drinking alcohol in public places is not allowed, so Japan's
hanami culture is quite unique and attracts many tourists.
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During the wedding season in spring and autumn, you may see a
traditional Shinto wedding ceremony at a large shrine. The bride and
groom, dressed in beautiful kimono, walk through the shrine grounds,
following a Shinto priest and miko (shrine maidens). This scene attracts
the attention of visitors and foreign tourists, many of whom take photos
with their cameras or smartphones. Many tourists are fascinated by the
beauty of traditional Japanese weddings. A Shinto wedding at a shrine is
one of the most symbolic and elegant ways to experience Japanese culture.
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Recently, there have been many reports of lost items in Japan. The most
common items are mobile phones and wallets. According to the Tokyo
Metropolitan Police, about 60% of lost mobile phones and 90% of lost
wallets are turned in and returned to their owners. This high return rate
1s not only due to Japanese customs and morals but also to education from
a young age and the presence of koban (police boxes), which play an
important role in helping people find their lost belongings.
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In Japan, convenience stores can be found all over the country, and most
of them are open 24 hours a day, making them very convenient. At a
konbini (Japanese convenience store), you can buy daily necessities and a
variety of food items such as onigiri (rice balls), bread, sweets, snacks, and
ice cream. Some stores also sell tickets for events and transportation.
Additionally, some convenience stores offer tax-free shopping, making
them popular among foreign tourists.
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J apan 1s one of the most earthquake-prone countries in the world. This i1s
because there are four tectonic plates under the Japanese islands, and
when they push against each other, earthquakes occur. In the past, Japan
has experienced large earthquakes that caused significant damage.
However, the Japanese government and local authorities have learned
from these experiences and have worked to improve disaster prevention
measures. These efforts are highly regarded worldwide and help keep
people safer during earthquakes.
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J apanese cities and tourist spots are known for being very clean. However,
in recent years, the number of public trash bins has decreased, making it
difficult for tourists to find a place to throw away their garbage. During
the busy tourist seasons, trash bins can become full, and sometimes
people leave trash around them. Many foreign visitors also feel confused
about where to dispose of waste, especially after eating street food.
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A yakata-bune is a traditional Japanese boat, about 20 meters long, with
a tatami-style seating area and a roof, designed for dining on the water.
Its history goes back to the Heian period, when nobles used boats for
pleasure. During the Edo period, people enjoyed cherry blossom viewing,
moon viewing, and fireworks from these boats. Today, yakata-bune are
still used for sightseeing and parties, offering a unique and relaxing way
to experience Japanese culture on the water.
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