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There’s a popular saying that there are “20,000 monkeys, 20,000 deer, and 20,000 people” on
Yakushima, a small island (A ) the southern coast of Kyushu’s Kagoshima Prefecture known as a
treasure trove of nature. With its diverse fauna, green mountain ranges, and ancient cedar trees, the
oldest of ( B ) is estimated to be over 7,000 years old, it’s no wonder that part of Yakushima was
registered as the first UNESCO World Natural Heritage Site in Japan.

Yet (77) even all that is but one part of the island’s showcase of nature. When visiting this emerald

jewel ( C ) between the Pacific and the East China Sea, one mustn’t miss out on the waters of
Yakushima, from the magnificent waterfalls to its crystal-clear rivers and more.

Falling for Yakushima’s waterfalls

Yakushima’s towering mountainscapes, known as the “Alps on the Ocean,” have blessed the island
( D ) many powerful and unique waterfalls.

Toroki Falls is one of only two waterfalls in Japan that drop directly into the sea. The 30-meter-
high, nearly vertical () cascade of white water cutting through the surrounding (%) virgin verdure

looks like a piece of silk infused with the power of thunder. The falls can be (=) taken in from a nearby
bridge or observation point.

There is also the enormous 88-meter-high Ohko Waterfall, considered one of Japan’s 100 best
waterfalls. ( E ) in a remote location past the village of Kurio, it takes a little ( F ) to reach, but
the journey is more than worth the effort. The area near the basin is accessible to all who want to feel
the spray of nature’s roaring beauty ( G ).

Another can’t-miss locale is Senpiro Falls, a 60-meter-high stream of water falling from the massive
V-shaped granite gorge that gives it its name which roughly translates to “as big as the outstretched
arms of a thousand adults.” A popular way of enjoying the waterfall is from a scenic suspension bridge.
Travelers looking to sit back, relax and admire something a little more peaceful should check out the
gentle Nunobiki Falls in Isso.

Enjoying Yakushima’s many rivers

When travelers first arrive at the Anbo River, many can’t believe their eyés. Anbo’s breathtaking
clarity allows visitors to see ( H ) to the bottom, with the surrounding, thick greenery reflecting on
the surface ( I ) and making the stream look like gently flowing glass.

The best way to enjoy the river is during a kayaking tour, enjoying the () tranquil beauty and
nature of Yakushima along the way. There is a rocky shore just past Matsumine Bridge where
kayakers can stop and rest in the heart of nature. For ( J ) looking for more luxurious experiences,
there’s the two-hour Anbo River Boat Tour, which takes place at night and offers a feast of (#7) local
cuisine and shochu (distilled spirits) under the stars. Kayaking, together with standup
paddleboarding, is also available on the Kurio River.

A typical tour starts near the mouth of the Kurio, (%) home to Yakushima’s only mangrove thicket,
and takes travelers through lesser-explored parts of the island where () peace and quiet reign

supreme. Guests staying in the Miyanoura area should consider booking a tour of the Miyanoura
River, the second-longest river on Yakushima after the Anbo.
The gentle flow down the brackish waters of the Miyanoura in a kayak or on a paddleboard goes
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past some truly spectacular mountain landscapes but (/) is shorter than the Anbo tour, making it
ideal for those who only want to dip their toes, so to speak, in river tourism.

<H B : The Japan Times “UNPARALLELED NATURE AWAITS ON YAKUSHIMA”,

THE BEST OF JAPAN VOL. 24>
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@ continuous fall
@ still surface

® narrow stream
@ deep basin

® rapid flow
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@ freshly planted green vegetation
@ pristine vegetation
@ well-preserved and carefully managed greenery

@ newly grown greenery
® rich and colorful plant life
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@ accommodated
@ appreciated
® deceived

@ entered

® surrounded
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D breathtaking
@ opulent

@ available

@ brackish

® serene
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By local cuisine, we meanthe ( I ) traditions that have developed in a specifie area over
time, featuring dishes made with locally sourced ingredients and prepared using traditional
methods. Local cuisine ( I ) the history, climate, and cultural heritage of a region and

plays an integral role in the daily lives of the people who live there.

@ estimates @ insights @ culinary @ foods
® reflects ® affects @ refers to savory
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D He drove home to Tokyo after the meeting ended.

@ The criticism hit home to everyone in the room.

@ She remained home to care for her younger brother.

@ The area is home to several species found nowhere else in Japan.

(® His careless remarks came home to him later.
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Much of anime’s history is shared or connected with the rise of manga since so many anime are
based on popular manga. At the same time it should be stressed that the animated medium is a very
distinctive one with specific qualities not found in graphic novels. (1) Animation is, of course, a part

of cinema, but unlike live-action movies, animation is inherently non-referential and can therefore g0
in different and more creative directions than more conventional filmmaking will allow. Animation
does not pretend to be reality but rather offers a highly conscious alternative to reality. (2) The
medium thrives on movement and transformation. and many of the greatest and most popular anime
are science fiction or fantasy since the animated medium is ideal for showcasing these highly

imaginative genres that often revolve around change and difference.

Given this nature of the animated medium, it is not surprising that Legend of the White Serpent
(Hakujaden, 1958), the first full-length animated color movie in Japan, was a fantasy based on a
popular Chinese legend (although the cute animal sidekicks in the film were probably inspired by
Disney). Furthermore, the first animated television series 7etsuwan Atomu (known in English as
Astro Boy and based on the manga by Tezuka Osamu) was a science fiction story with touches of
fantasy. The tale of a boy robot, built by a scientist to replace the son whom he had lost in an accident,
(3) Astro Boy had clear associations with the European fairytale Pinocchio; at the same time, it
introduced young Japanese viewers to what would become one of the most popular and enduring
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genres in anime — that of the robot, in particular the robot with a soul. (4) While young Americans
thrilled to heavily muscled superheroes, young Japanese grew up with an incredible variety of robots,
both on television and in a dizzying array of merchandise tied in to popular robot series.

<HH# : Susan Napier, “Manga and Anime: Entertainment, Big Business, and Art in J apan,” in
Routledge Handbook of Japanese Culture and Society, edited by Victoria Lyon Bestor and Theodore
C. Bestor, with Akiko Yamagata (Routledge, 2011) >
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® Hachiman Shrines, with Usa Grand Shrine as their head shrine, are revered as deities of
warriors and were widely worshipped by samurai families. Their worship spread

throughout Japan from the medieval period onward.

@ Hachiman Shrines, with Usa Grand Shrine as their branch, are respected as deities of
warriors and were widely admired by samurai families. Their worship distributed
throughout Japan since the medieval period.

@ Hachiman Shrines, with Usa Grand Shrine as their head, are idolized as deities of warriors
and were widely looked after by samurai families. Their worship dispersed throughout
Japan ever from the medieval period onward.

@ Hachiman Shrines, with Usa Grand Shrine as their head office, are worshiped as deities of
warriors and were widely respected by samurai families. Their worship has shrunk
throughout Japan since the medieval period.

32  A:ER., BMATICH D HEEAEEIELZNRE L,
B: HKIZHHEMNE TR, HIIEKRICMNET A REERE T =KD 16 EEOBEEIT T, &
TERYV IR EOFEEREOELER LD E TR,

@ Yui, situating in Shimizu Ward, is the 16th post town of the 53 garrison towns of Tokaido,
and you can have fun with fresh seafood such as sakura crawfish and whitebait there.

@ Yui, locating in Shimizu Area, is the 16th station of the 53 fortresses of Tokaido, and you
can delight fresh seafood such as sakura shellfish and whitebait there.

@ Yui, located in Shimizu Ward, is the 16th post town of the 53 post stations of Tokaido, and
you can enjoy fresh seafood such as sakura shrimp and whitebait there.

@ Yui, situated in Shimizu Area, is the 16th station of the 53 castle towns of Tokaido, and you
can savor seafood such as sakura lobster and whitebait there.

(ZBREARAANDSERE LTOBAERUANDITAZET S, H8 - GREET5.)



e =
P&EE‘—F:FJE}%%E O s A R R O R E DR EMICEAT S = &,
........................................... (20264EE) «vveveeserenssnenasessseanssssssesnnsnnnnns

3-3 A:fIEOERFEEENT T&EL3EE] EEENDF S TR, &) IrbhE TL) 3, 1) &
B, () X TLx O] B3E 850 EEPNTW=OTEHR, 1% ZRATT ),
Bk (%) O LT, KREZEWVWE, BAANDOBAER XX CXEEHELRTT, KE%
EEE L, MAEYMOATIEY HENWAREBEELTY,
L 21

(D Miso is a traditional food that has encouraged the Japanese diet for many years. Made from
soybeans, it is a preserved food produced by the power of germs.

@ Miso is a traditional food that has encouraged the Japanese diet for many years. Made from
soybeans, it is a putrefied food produced by the power of bacteria.

® Miso is a traditional food that has supported the Japanese diet for many years. Made from
soybeans, it is a cultured food produced by the power of microbes.

@ Miso is a traditional food that has supported the Japanese diet for many years. Made from
soybeans, it is a fermented food produced by the power of microorganisms.

3-4 CHBHAFEDS D THREBE] oW THMBAL TWEEIT EEAD,
oMY ELE, TETHEBEEN S ERAEERAARZERE LCEAEEL, HROEZEL
ZEMBEZBETHERXOI LT, ¥V, 950, b~ Malioha, 2026 Fiii7 v

va J—EMEN, BIE 15 &BMEESHTOET,
22 |

(D They are vegetables specified by the government as being eliminated in large quantities and
essential to people’s daily lives, with the aim of firming stable prices and steady supplies.

= »

@ They are vegetables designated by the government as being consumed in large quantities
and essential to people’s daily lives, with the aim of ensuring stable prices and stable
supplies.

@ They are vegetables appointed by the government as being ingested in large quantities and
essential to people’s daily lives, with the aim of smashing stable prices and precarious
supplies.

@ They are vegetables assigned by the government as being devoured in large quantities and
essential to people’s daily lives, with the aim of jeopardizing stable prices and static supplies.
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O Adventure travel is a variant of tourism suitable for demoting the use of national parks in
Japan.

@ Travelers who prefer adventure travel are limited to individual travelers such as
backpackers.

@ Adventure travel is dominated by outdoor activities, with less supply for cuisine and food
culture.

@ The Adventure Travel Trade Association (ATTA) defines adventure travel as “travel
consisting of two or more of the three elements of activities, nature, and cultural
experiences.”

® Adventure travel is expected to contribute not only to attracting local tourists but also to
deteriorating luxury travel.

42 EF

@ Respect for the Aged Day used to be September 15, but it has been changed to “the second
Monday in September.”

® Japanese cuisine is based on one soup and three main dishes and has a delicate balance,
which is said to be one of the reasons why the Japanese live longer.

@ Respect for the Aged Day is a national holiday, and it is regarded as the day when we
Japanese “respect the elderly who have contributed to society for many years and celebrate
their longevity.”

@ According to the prefectural life tables published in 2020, Okinawa Prefecture had the
highest average life expectation for both men and women.

® In Japan, people celebrate their 60th birthday, known as “Kanreki,” by receiving a red haori
(Japanese armor) and zukin (helmet).

(ZREFADSERELTOBARALAOFTAZET S, #8528 T3,)
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O Among Japanese dogs, the Shiba Inu is said to have coexisted in human society since
ancient times, and it exists from the oldest times among the six Japanese dog breeds.

@ The Hachiko statue at Shibuya Station in Tokyo, a popular meeting spot for many people,
is modeled by a Shiba Inu.

@ Odate City in Akita Prefecture is considered the birthplace of the Akita Inu and have
facilities where people can learn about the breed’s history.

@ Among the extant native dog breeds of Japan, six dog breeds, including the Shiba Inu, Kishu
Ken, Hokkaido Ken, and Akita Inu, have been designated as Natural Monuments.

(® Japanese native dogs can be exported from Japan by placing them in a cage and
transporting them as checked baggage on an aircraft, without any special procedures.
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@ In 2024, the designs of the 10,000 yen, 5,000 yen, and 1,000 yen banknotes were updated,
and new anti-counterfeiting technologies were introduced.

@ Eiichi Shibusawa appeared on the former 10,000 yen banknote and was the founder of Keio
University.

@ Ten years after new banknotes are issued, the old ones can no longer be used.

@ The portrait on current 5,000 yen banknote is Umeko Tsuda, an educator who devoted
herself to the education of women in Japan during the Meiji period.

® The reverse side of the current 1,000 yen banknote depicts The Great Wave off Kanagawa
of Thirty-Six Views of Mount Fuji by Katsushika Hokusai, a renowned ukiyo-e artist of the
Edo time.
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