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Kadomatsu
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Kadomatsu is a decoration consisting of pine branches and bamboo. A set is placed
at the front door of many homes and businesses during the New Year holidays.

Plum blossoms are sometimes accompanied. Pine represents longevity, bamboo
represents prosperity, and plum represents elegance. Since pine trees and bamboos
withstand the cold of winter and ume trees bloom, they are called "three friends of the
cold of the year," and are considered a sign of something auspicious.

New Year's Day is originally the day when the gods come down to earth. Originally,
they were decorated because of the custom of inviting the Gods of the New Year, and

they serve as a marker for when the Gods come down to our homes. (121)
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Customer-serving Customer service robots are a type of robot designed to engage in
communication and service provision with human customers. These robots are widely utilized
across various industries and environments, performing tasks such as customer assistance,
information dissemination, and service provision.

For instance, in places like hotels, restaurants, retail stores, and airports, customer-serving robots
take on responsibilities like guiding customers, handling reception duties, and providing responses
to inquiries. Additionally, in settings such as banks with ATMs, vending machines, or libraries,
customer-serving customer service robots assist with self-service tasks, enabling customers to
easily access the information or services they require.

Moreover, it is also possible for a differently abled person to manage a coffee shop or a restaurant

by remotely controlling a customer-serving robot while in bed. (126)
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Nakasendo, one of the five major roads that existed during the Edo period, is an ancient road
connecting Tokyo to Kyoto. The Nakasendo traversed the central region of Japan from east to west
through mountainous regions and was especially important as a transportation route for warriors
and travelers.

The Nakasendo was developed in the mid- to late-Edo period, and inn towns, teahouses, and inns
were built along the road to serve as rest stops for travelers and merchants. There are many
beautiful natural landscapes and historical sites along the Nakasendo, making it a popular tourist
attraction.

Ther are the famous Magome-juku in Gifu prefecture and Tsumago-juku in Nagano prefecture
along the Nakasendo.

The road is also famous for the bride's procession of the Princess Kazunomiya. (125)
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Omamori is a good luck charm consisting of a piece of paper, wood or cloth in a small
cloth pouch. It is kept as protection from illness, accidents, and disasters.

You can buy these amulets for "academic success," at Tenmangu Shrine, dedicated to
Sugawara no Michizane. Michizane was a famous aristocrat and scholar of the Heian
period. He is considered a god of learning. Tenmangu is home to many of Michizane's
beloved plum trees. The most representative Tenmangu shrines are Yushima
Tenmangu in Tokyo, Kitano Tenmangu in Kyoto, and Dazaifu Tenmangu in Fukuoka.

Every year in February, when the plum blossoms are in bloom, many students and
related people visit Tenmangus to pray for success in entrance exams and to buy good
luck charms.(124)
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Planned suspension of operation means that transportation companies cancel part
or all of their services with advance notice in order to minimize damage caused by
typhoons and other disasters.

The term "planned suspension of operation" has been used by the press since the
Showa period, and was often used mainly for long-distance trains and regional routes.
Especially in areas with heavy snowfall, planned suspension of operations are
sometimes made to remove snow. In metropolitan areas, it was often used in the form
of a reduced service when a typhoon was expected to approach.

In fact, it has only recently become well known to the public as people have become
more safety-conscious and the accuracy of weather forecasts has improved. (119)
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The Naruto Straits are located between Naruto City, Tokushima Prefecture, on the
northeastern tip of Shikoku Island, and Awaji Island, Hyogo Prefecture. It connects
the Harimanada Sea in the Seto Inland Sea with the Kii Channel in the Pacific Ocean.
It is also called "Oh-Naruto" and has been selected as one of the 100 most scenic spots
in Japan.

Naruto literally means "sounding gate," and its whirlpools were depicted by ukiyoe
artists such as Ando Hiroshige and Katsushika Hokusai.

Naruto-maki is a steamed fish paste cake. When sliced thinly, red swirls appear. It
1s often served on top of ramen noodles.

The main character in the popular ninjya manga and anime, "Uzumaki Naruto," is a

boy who, like Naruto, is energetic and loves ramen.(124)
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Wasabi is a green seasoning commonly used in Japanese cuisine, especially with
sushi and sashimi.

Wasabi typically grows near clear water. Wasabi is used as a seasoning by grating
the rhizome into a paste or powder. Wasabi has a unique flavor, with a fresh aroma
and a deep taste.

Wasabi is mainly served with a variety of Japanese dishes such as sashimi, sushi,
sushi rice, and soba. In the case of sushi and sashimi, wasabi enhances the flavor of
the fish, serves to neutralize the fishy smell of raw fish, and has a sterilizing effect.

Wasabi is available commercially in a variety of forms, including paste, in tubes, and
in powder form. Paste wasabi is grated wasabi root and can be eaten as fresh
wasabi.(125)
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Ama-san is a traditional Japanese female occupation that primarily refers to women
who engage in fishing activities in the sea. They dive and harvest shellfish and marine
products from the ocean floor.

Ama divers are skilled in the art of diving, especially in the traditional way. Usually,
these women dive without special clothing or equipment and work at the bottom of the
ocean, holding their breath. Training to hold their breath and skill in catching fish are
1mportant when diving.

Ama divers collect a variety of marine products harvested from the sea, including
shellfish, especially abalone and turban shells, seaweed, and sea urchins.

There are many ama divers in Toba and Shima in Mie Prefecture, and visitors can

enjoy seafood while talking with ama divers.(125)
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“Shachihoko" is one of the ornaments used on the roofs of castle keepers and turrets.

Shachihoko are imaginary creatures with a dragon or tiger head, a fish body.

Shachihoko are placed on roofs because of the legend that if a building catches fire,
they will spit out water from their mouths to put it out. They have been cherished as
protective deities.Typically, two pairs of shachi are mounted on either end of the roof
ridge of a castle.

These ornately decorated golden shachi are called "kin-no-shachi," and are also
known as the symbol of Nagoya Castle.During the Warring States period, champions
such as Nobunaga Oda, Hideyoshi Toyotomi, and Ieyasu Tokugawa decorated their

castles with golden ornamentation to show off their power and authority.(125)
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“Michi-no-EKki" or roadside stations are public facilities located along roads in Japan
that provide tourists and travelers with services such as rest stops, sales of local
products, and information.

Roadside stations are equipped with restrooms, benches, parking lots, children's
play areas, and pet areas. These facilities are used to rest and relieve fatigue during
long distance drives.

Roadside stations have facilities that sell local products and specialties. Local
vegetables, fruits, processed foods, crafts, and souvenirs are available for purchase by
tourists and local residents.

Roadside stations are also bases for providing information on local sightseeing and
events.

Some roadside stations have restaurants, cafes, and eateries where visitors can

enjoy food prepared with local ingredients. Some offer meals featuring local specialties.
(120)
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Lacquer painting is a traditional Japanese craft technique that uses a coating made
from a natural resin called lacquer to create a finish. Because lacquer is extremely
durable and has a beautiful luster, it is used in a variety of applications, including
lacquerware, furniture, tableware, tea ceremony utensils, and crafts.

The durability and beauty of lacquer are highly valued in Japan and abroad, and
many lacquered products are valuable as works of art and collectors' items.

Lacquerware fascinated the upper classes of Europe during the Middle Ages. Marie
Antoinette's collection of lacquer ware was not lost during the French Revolution and
has survived to this day.

Centuries old, some regions in Japan are well-known urushi-nuri production centers.
These include Wajima, Aizu, and Tsugaru.(123)
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Senjo-kosuitai, or linear rainband, is a meteorological term used by the Japan
Meteorological Agency in weather forecasts. It refers to a natural phenomenon where
a series of well-developed cumulonimbus clouds form in succession, creating an
organized cluster of cumulonimbus clouds that moves through or stagnates over the
same area for several hours, resulting in a linearly stretched, intense localized
precipitation area with a length of approximately 50 to 300 kilometers and a width of
about 20 to 50 kilometers. This phenomenon occurs when cumulonimbus clouds form
one after another in a linear fashion and either pass through or remain stationary
over the same area. As a result, it can lead to extremely concentrated heavy rainfall

and be a cause of disasters.(121)
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The West Kyushu Shinkansen is a high-speed railroad line operated by Kyushu
Railway Company, connecting Takeo Onsen Station in Takeo City, Saga Prefecture and
Nagasaki Station in Nagasaki City.

The name of the Shinkansen train is "Kamome".

The exterior design features a red color scheme, the corporate color of JR Kyushu,
with the symbol mark, logo, and the calligraphy of "Kamome" in brush strokes.

The West Kyushu Shinkansen has shortened the travel time between Hakata and
Nagasaki by 30 minutes, making sightseeing more convenient. Nagasaki is home to
World Heritage sites such as the Oura Tenshudo Temple and other Christian heritage
sites in Nagasaki and the Amakusa region, as well as the Meiji Japan Industrial

Revolutionary Heritage sites such as the former Glover Houses.(124)
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Haiku is a traditional Japanese short verse form of poetry, used especially to express
familiar subjects such as seasons, natural scenery, emotions, and life moments. Haiku
have a restriction of 17 syllables and are composed of three lines of 5, 7, and 5
syllables. This tonal constraint emphasizes the brevity and condensation of meaning
in haiku.

Seasonal words are included in haiku, and elements expressing a sense of season
are important. This allows haiku to capture a sense of seasonality and natural change.

Haiku is one of the most important forms of Japanese literature, written and
appreciated by many poets. Its concise form and deep sensibility have made it a widely

loved medium for expressing the beauty of the moment and the philosophy of life.(125)



BEIXIF
Namahage

BEFFIEZ. MEBREOBEFERITITONTELERITE., HAWVIIZFDITEIZBLT,
REEDITEDOREEZELSI-HOENCRIFM) FIBLET .

BEEFEIEICMBEDOBEXE (BET) TTHNITHNAaHMERBERDILT
T FIEZDITBERVITIBOHRMBERLET  HFIELIFICIEL 200 EULOEENHY., 2
FRAOER VL EBETEHYET

BERITFIE ARDRESN, KETIEVWFIIWRNSITHFRXITHAELZ IGELUUE
T, FREBEHNOE. TOEEA. BIMEELTHLSICEHILET . ZD&. RiE— RN
FEFISERBZRIEET,

Namahage refers to an annual event or a traditional folk custom held around the
Oga Peninsula in Akita Prefecture, in which a messenger of God ,a visiting deity, is
masked and dressed in a straw costume.

Namahage is a traditional folk ritual performed mainly on the Oga Peninsula in
Akita Prefecture. It also refers to the aspect of the person who performs the ritual.
Namahage has a history of over 200 years and is a UNESCO Intangible Cultural
Heritage.

Namahage visit people's homes and shout loudly, "There are no bad children,"
"Namahage is here," and so on. The Namahage frightens children and admonishes
them to be diligent and to refrain from bad behavior. The whole family then serves the
Namahage a meal and drinks.(124)
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Omikuji are fortunes written on slips of paper. People buy them at shrines and,
occasionally, temples, and tie them onto the branches of nearby trees in hopes that
good fortunes will come true or that a bad fortune will be kept away.

Omikuji boxes are placed in the precincts of shrines so that ordinary visitors can
easily draw their own omikuji. The shape and style of the omikuji box varies from
shrine to shrine.

It is common to draw omikuji in the New Year, and it is widely practiced as a custom
to predict one's fortune for the New Year. Many shrines and temples are visited by

many people on New Year's Eve and New Year's Day to draw omikuji. (120)
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Sado Gold Mine is the general name for gold mines on Sado Island.

The Sado Gold Mine is said to have been founded in 1601 by three mountain miners,
and in 1603 the Sado Magistrate's Office was established as a natural estate under the
direct control of the Tokugawa Shogunate, which also produced koban to support the
finances of the Edo Shogunate.

Unfortunately, in March 1989, the mine ceased operations due to resource depletion,
ending its long history of 400 years.

The "Doyu no Warido," the symbol of the gold mines of Sado Island, where the
mountain is split into a V shape, is the remains of the manual digging of the gold vein

at that time, and is depicted in an Edo period illustration.(125)
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Old private homes are built according to traditional Japanese architectural styles.
This includes wooden structures, thatched roofs, sliding doors and shoji screens, and
veranda.

Wood is the primary building material used in ko-minka, with an emphasis on
natural materials. Old private homes are designed to enhance ventilation and
insulation. Opening sliding doors and shoji screens allow air to flow through and
relieve summer heat.

Old private homes are designed to accommodate the four seasons in Japan. For
example, veranda and gardens are used to enjoy the beauty of the seasons.

Old private homes are particularly abundant in rural and regional areas of Japan,
mostly in farming communities. Some old private homes have been renovated or

restored and are being reused.(120)





